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INTERNATIONAL PREGNANCY AND INFANT LOSS REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [5.16 pm]: I rise tonight to say a few words about 
International Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day. All members would agree that this is an important 
day—a day that was first recognised in Parliament House back in 2014. Members who have been here for a while 
would know of my previous involvement in this day, having assisted the former Premier to ensure that this day 
was formally recognised by the state back then. This year I handed the baton on to Hon Alanna Clohesy. I am not 
sure whether it was her role to do so, but she gladly took on that responsibility and I want to thank her very much 
for ensuring that the day went smoothly. Albeit today is not 15 October, we are obviously recognising it today 
because Parliament does not sit on Sunday. It is an important day. It is a day when we can all reflect on the fact 
that many babies born every year do not quite make it, whether through miscarriage, stillbirth or death shortly after 
birth. Importantly, it is also a day for us to recognise the immense grief that is suffered as a result of the death of 
a baby by their parents and extended family. 

Despite the various supports which are available and which are hopefully increasing every year, I would argue that 
even now that grief is often suffered in silence. Although the intensity of that grief may well lessen over time, we 
all know that it never goes away. I did not intend to mention Hon Darren West but, as he is in the chamber, the 
fact that he mentions this every year because of his personal circumstances is certainly a reflection of that. For that 
reason, it is a very important day to recognise the grief that impacts not only the parents, but also immediate family 
members and others. It is important that we talk about these issues. Some people might not want to talk about it, 
and that is understood, but it is also an awareness-raising day in many ways. Many people often do not know what 
to say when they are told that someone has had a miscarriage. Often they may say something that they think is the 
right thing to say, such as “You’ll get pregnant again; you’ll be all right.” It might be well intentioned but it does 
not necessarily help the situation. It is important from that perspective. 

I indicate to the house that in thinking about this speech earlier this morning, because I knew that I would say 
something tonight, I was going to indicate to you, Madam President, that I would be writing to you and the Speaker 
with a request that from next year, Parliament House be lit up in pink and blue in recognition of the Parliament’s 
support and formal recognition of this day. I want to share with members—I hope, Madam President, you do not 
mind me so doing because it was through a conversation behind the Chair—that it is fair to say that being the 
President means you have the power of magic. After that very brief conversation behind the Chair, when I indicated 
what I would be doing, in fact you, Madam President, went away, did your magic and came back very shortly 
thereafter and actually said that although we could not do it on Sunday because there is already an agreement for 
the lights to be lit up for another occasion, tonight, and the fact that Parliament has recognised it today, Parliament 
will be lit up in blue and pink. I think I speak on behalf of everyone in this house when I say thank you, 
Madam President, for doing that. I certainly did not think that was possible in that short period of time, so thank 
you. I gave John De’Laney a call when hearing that that was possible. For members who today heard the statement 
made, he and his wife, Kate, were certainly the driving force behind this day being recognised, and he was 
absolutely thrilled. He indicated to me that his family, and I am quite sure the gorgeous Mary-Jane, will drive by 
Parliament tonight. You have certainly made their day. 

I also finally indicate that Hon Alanna Clohesy mentioned that the Minister for Health would be writing to his 
respective counterparts, as well as to the Prime Minister, if I recall correctly. I indicate that the Leader of the 
Opposition, Hon Dr Mike Nahan, also met with John De’Laney and Mary-Jane today. He, like the minister, told 
John that he will be writing to the Prime Minister with a request that the day be nationally recognised. With all 
that in mind, I thank all members for their continued support. It is an important day and I encourage members to 
wear their lapel pins on Sunday. 
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